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NCAA
ELIGIBILITY CENTER

» Who are they?

A unit within the NCAA

» What do they do?

Certification of student-athletes 
for collegiate competition

» What do they review?

Academic requirements

Amateurism requirements



THE THREE NCAA DIVISIONS



NCAA REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
Three AccountTypes

Academic  
and Amateurism

Certification Account

1

Free Profile Page  
Account

2

Amateurism-Only  
Certification Account

International 
Students Only

3

Create an account: NCAA Eligibility Center

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


FREE PROFILE PAGEACCOUNT

The right place to start for most students…

…younger athletes (middle school, 9th grade, etc.)

…wanting to receive updates from the NCAA EC

…not sure in which division they’ll compete

…students planning to compete in Division III

No registration fee

Transition to Certification Account at any time

Create an account: NCAA Eligibility Center

https://web3.ncaa.org/directory/memberList?type=12&amp;division=III
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2673/How-do-I-transition-my-Profile-Page-account-to-a-Certification-account
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3984/Which-Eligibility-Center-account-type-is-right-for-me?query=which%20account%20is%20right
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


ACADEMIC &AMATEURISM  
CERTIFICATION ACCOUNT

Required to compete at a Division I or II school.

Registration fee: $100

» Fee waiver available for families who qualify

Required to:

» Go on an official visit.

» Sign an NLI (National Letter of Intent) 

with a Division I or II school.

Create an account: NCAA Eligibility Center

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2224/What-is-an-official-visit
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2233/What-is-the-National-Letter-of-Intent
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


SPORTSPARTICIPATION
When a student registers for a  
Certification account, they must:

» Select the sport(s) they would like to  
play in college.

» Update their information frequently if  
they play for multiple teams or attend  
events outside the traditional high  
school setting.

» Request final amateurism  
certification before enrolling
full time at an NCAAschool.

- Starting April 1 (fall)

- Starting Oct. 1 (winter/spring)

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2114/How-do-I-request-my-final-amateurism-certification


WHAT IS AN NCAA ID?

» Used by NCAA coaches to add students to their school’s  
institutional request list (IRL) for recruiting purposes.

o The student’s NCAA ID is in the top-right corner of their
Eligibility Center account.

o In addition to their password, students need their
NCAA ID when calling the Eligibility Center with questions.

Student Name
NCAA ID: 1234567890
Grad: MM/YYYY | Enroll:MM/YYYY



WHAT IS AN IRL?

Institutional request list

» A list of student-athletes an NCAA 

school is interested in recruiting.

» A student must be on an NCAA  
school’s IRL to receive an Eligibility  
Center certification, which qualifies  
them to receive athletics aid, practice  
and compete in college.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2221/What-is-an-institutional-request-list-IRL?query=IRL


» Students must apply and be  
accepted to the school before they
can compete on campus.

oNCAA certification does NOT impact
acceptance to the school.

O The GPA required for NCAA 
initial eligibility is typically far 
below what is required for 
admission at most colleges.

» Students should ask their NCAA
school for more information about
admission requirements, cost of 
attendance, and financialaid.

COLLEGEADMISSION



ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS
2023-24…and beyond



What determines NCAA Initial Eligibility?

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic:
Initial eligibility was determined by a combination of two 
factors:
» Core GPA (16 core courses)
» Standardized test score (SAT or ACT)
» The NCAA used a “sliding scale” to match students’   

GPA to a test score

COVID-19 Automatic Waiver (since 2020):
Initial eligibility is determined by one factor:
» Core GPA (16 core courses)

Update: January 11, 2023

NCAA Division I Council voted to permanently eliminate

the test score requirement for initial eligibility.



WHAT IS A CORE COURSE?
» Four-year college preparatory course in one  

of these subject areas:

» Taught by qualified instructor.

» Taught at or above the standard/academic level.

» On students’ official transcripts with course title,  
grade and credit and receives credit toward their  
high school graduation.

AFHS Approved Course List

WCPSS updates the district’s core course list regularly, and students 

and parents can search for our school’s approved course list.

https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighS


Core Course 
Requirements: 
Division I vs. Division II



DIVISION I: CORE COURSE TIME LIMIT

“The 10/7 Rule”

» When students enter ninth grade,  
they have four years (eight  
semesters) to complete their core-
course requirements.

» They must graduate on time with 
their class/cohort.



Pass/Fail Grades (Class of 2023)

*In the Spring 2020 semester, WCPSS offered students the option of 
choosing PC-19 (Pass) as their grade in lieu of a numerical grade



EXAMPLE SCHEDULE



» Each Division III school determines  
its own eligibility for:

o Academic requirements

o Admissions

o Financial aid

» Student-athletes who plan to  
compete at a Division III school may  
register for a free Profile Page  
account, but it is not required.

DIVISION III Eligibility 

Standards



STANDARDIZED TESTSCORES

**No longer required as of January 11, 2023**

» Standardized test scores  
are excluded from NCAA  
initial-eligibility criteria for  
students who initially enroll  
full-time during the 2023-24  
academic year & beyond.

» However, colleges and/or  
scholarship programs may
still require test scores.

» Use code 9999 to send 
scores to the NCAA



NON-QUALIFIER: Not eligible to practice, 

compete, or receive athletics aid due to failure 

to meet initial eligibility requirements.

ACADEMIC REDSHIRT: Athletics aid & 

practice….but no competition.

Core GPA > 2.0 (but less than 2.3)

FULL QUALIFIER: Athletics aid, practice, & 

competition. 

Core GPA > 2.3; 10/7 rule

Types of Qualifiers

*Division I example



RECRUITING



RECRUITING CALENDARS

To learn more about the recruiting calendars 
for all NCAA sports, click here

https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2018/5/8/division-i-and-ii-recruiting-calendars.aspx


RECRUITING CALENDARS

Periods within the yearly recruiting calendar… 

Contact period – all communication & in-person contact is 

fair game (on/off campus)…“floodgates are open”

Quiet period – no face-to-face contact off campus; on-

campus contact is allowed

Dead period – no face-to-face contact (on/off campus); 

phone/email/texting/social media is allowed

Evaluation period – coaches can watch/evaluate athletes 

in-person & use phone/email/text/social media; no face-

to-face communication

https://www.ncsasports.org/athletic-scholarships/recruiting-game-plan/recruiting-contact-periods
https://www.ncsasports.org/ncaa-eligibility-center/recruiting-rules/quiet-period
https://www.ncsasports.org/ncaa-eligibility-center/recruiting-rules/dead-period
https://www.ncsasports.org/ncaa-eligibility-center/recruiting-rules/evaluation-period


UNOFFICIAL vs OFFICIALVISITS

Unofficial Visits

Any visit to a college campus paid by the student or their
family members.

» May take as many unofficial visits as they like at any time.

» Be mindful of various contact periods when
scheduling unofficial visits.

Students may receive:

» Complimentary admission.

o May include three tickets for a home Division I  
athletics contest, or five tickets for a home Division
II athletics contest.



UNOFFICIAL vs OFFICIALVISITS

Official Visits

Before a Division I or II official visit, students must:

» Send the NCAA school a high school transcript.

» Register for a Certification account with 
the Eligibility Center.

During an official visit, NCAA schools can:

» Pay for transportation to & from the school.

o May include up to two family members in Division I  
basketball and FBS football.

» Provide lodging and meals.

o May include reasonable entertainment expenses.



NATIONAL
LETTER OFINTENT
» By signing a NLI, students are agreeing  

to attend a Division I or II school for  
one academic year.

» NLIs are voluntary and ends the  
recruiting process.

» NCAA schools agree to provide  
athletics financial aid to them for a  
minimum of one academic year.

o Must be admitted to the school.

o Must be eligible for financial aid  
under NCAA rules.

» For more information, visit  
nationalletter.org.

http://www.nationalletter.org/


SCHOLARSHIPS BY
SPORT

Only about 2% of high school
athletes earn athletic
scholarships to compete in
college.

» Expectations

oAnnual basis

oRenewal

» Academic scholarships

» Athletics scholarships



QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS TOASK

» What is the cost of attendance?

o Financial aid

> Will I receive a full or partial scholarship? Sources of 

aid?

> If I'm injured and can no longer compete, will my 
scholarship remain?

o On-campus housing

» What degree programs are offered? Internships, etc…

» What is the school’s graduation rate? Job placement?

» Where do you stand from a recruiting standpoint?

o #1 vs #5 vs standby?

o NLI?

o Redshirt expectations?

» What is the coaching philosophy and style?



PROACTIVE STUDENTACTIONS

If a student wants to play sports in college, they must:

» Share NCAA ID with recruiters/coaches.

» Apply to schools for admission.

» Request final amateurism certification
before  enrolling full time.

o Starting April 1 (fall enrollees)

o Starting Oct. 1 (winter/spring enrollees)

» Ask high school counselor to submit
a final  transcript with proof of graduation.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2114/How-do-I-request-my-final-amateurism-certification




@ncaaec @playcollegesports @ncaaec

NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

RESOURCES

» NCAA Eligibility Center

» Initial Eligibility Brochure

» Division I Academic Brochure

» Division II Academic Brochure

» Recruiting Calendars for all Sports

» COVID-19 FAQ

» Guide for the Student-Athlete

» Submitting a Fee Waiver

Contact AFHS 

Counselor, Billy Lane 

(blane@wcpss.net) for 

additional help.

https://twitter.com/ncaaec
https://www.instagram.com/playcollegesports/
https://www.facebook.com/ncaaec/
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://on.ncaa.com/IE_Flyer
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/DI_ReqsFactSheet.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/DII_ReqsFactSheet.pdf
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2018/5/8/division-i-and-ii-recruiting-calendars.aspx
https://on.ncaa.com/COVID19_Spring2023
https://on.ncaa.com/CBSA
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Tools/How_to_Submit_Fee_Waivers.pdf

